
2026 Annual Conference
Presenters

Katie Berg Session 3.1
Katie has been supporting students for more than 20 years. In the private sector, public education, and statewide through an
IDEA Discretionary Grant her experiences include providing one on one therapy, classroom teaching, administration, resource
brokering, consulting, coaching, along with district and statewide training. Katie has experience working with unique
neurodiverse learners focusing on the social and emotional skills that help students and educators support behaviors that are
challenging to
adults.

Jen Bluske
Sessions
1.6
and
6.6
Jen Bluske is an OT and parent coach with over 20 years of working with children and families. She opened Children's Therapy
Network 14 years ago with the goal of providing family focused integrated care for children with autism, behavior challenges
and trauma histories. More recently, she opened Thriving Parents Collective, a support community for parents which provides
training and consultation in parenting unique children. Jen is passionate about working with the whole family in order to help
children grow
and
thrive.

Kim Bruessel
Session
1.1
Kim is a licensed Director of Special Education & Pupil Services, Principal, and lifelong special educator in the Mukwonago
School District’s Aspire 18–21 Transition Program. Her work centers on developing evidence-based, individualized pathways
that promote independence, employability, and community integration for young adults with disabilities. Kim integrates
TEACCH, SCERTS, and trauma-informed frameworks to advance equitable, regulation-focused systems of support. She is
committed to helping educators move beyond surface behaviors to identify root causes and design sustainable, data-driven
interventions.

August Carlson
Session
2.3
August Carlson (they/them) is an art hobbyist based in Eau Claire, Wisconsin who co-facilitates with Hannah Rae. Their
approach to facilitation focuses on creative problem-solving through exploration and play. Their special interests include
narrative illustration,
film
and
theater,
and
the
Sims
video
games.

Michelle Castile Session 4.3
Michelle Castile is a Community Health Worker, Certified Peer Specialist, and Certified Parent Peer Specialist based in Sauk
County, Wisconsin. Drawing from her lived experience as a disabled parent of two disabled children, she has transformed years
of navigating fragmented support systems into statewide advocacy for accessibility, family-centered reform, and trauma-
informed practice.
She currently serves as Vice Chair of the SUPER Coalition and as a Policy Champion with the Wisconsin Coalition for Social
Connection and is a member of NAMI Dane County’s Advocacy Committee and the Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition. Her work
blends storytelling, system reform, and peer support to make invisible family labor visible—and to ensure that policy and
practice reflect the real lives of those they serve. Through sensory language, humor, and lived truth, she helps audiences
understand the emotional and sensory overload families face within complex service systems—and how resilience, advocacy,
and compassion
can
change
the
rhythm
entirely.

Jasmine Champine
Session
6.3
Jamie Champine is a Social Services professional who has dedicated over 17 years to support individuals with disabilities to
lead self- determined lives. Skilled in non-profit leadership, strengths-based assessment, motivational interviewing, trauma-
informed care, and self-determination practices. Jamie has been with Lakeland Care for over 10 years and has been active in
leading efforts
toward
a
truly
self-directed
care
management
model
within
Family
Care.

Samantha Chaunklin Session 5.6 
Samantha Chaulklin, M.S., BCBA, LBA: Sami has been in the field of ABA since 2015. Upon earning her Bachelor's degree in
Psychology-Human Services and Spanish, she completed a Psychology and Spanish study abroad program in Lima, Peru. She
then completed her coursework in ABA through Florida Institute of Technology in 2017, where she earned a Master of Science in
Psychology- Child and Adolescent Development in 2021. Sami became board certified in 2022 and is a Licensed Behavior
Analyst in the State of Wisconsin. She is passionate about providing functional communication training to clients in both
English and Spanish and collaborating in schools. Sami has collaborated with a variety of multidisciplinary teams throughout
her professional career, as well as while volunteering with the Global Autism Project. Outside of work, Sami enjoys dancing,
painting, and
spending
time
training
her
dogs.

Jamie Croutteau
Session
4.1
Jamie Crotteau is a school counselor with over 16 years of experience supporting students, families, and educators across
diverse settings. Known for her compassionate, whole-child approach, she has made a strong impact in urban schools by
addressing trauma, emotional regulation, and the needs of at-risk youth. Jamie collaborates with multidisciplinary teams to
design targeted interventions that help students recognize and manage dysregulation, teaching evidence-based strategies
such as mindfulness, grounding, and self- advocacy. In her current role at Lakeland School of Walworth County, she supports
students through a neuroaffirming lens, creating inclusive, strengths-based environments where every learner can grow
academically, emotionally,
and
socially.



Tara Ditter
Session
4.5
Tara Ditter is a supervisor for the CLTS program within LSS-Outagamie County. She works closely with a dozen staff, who provide
CLTS services to roughly 450 clients within her county’s program, while also assisting her own small caseload. Prior to this role,
Tara worked
as
a
service
coordinator
within
the
CLTS
program
and
as
an
ABA
line
therapist
for
autistic
clients
in
the
community.

Kory Douglass Session 5.5
Kory Douglass is a licensed marriage and family therapist with Common Threads Family Resource Center in Madison,
Wisconsin. He received his MS in Marriage and Family Therapy from Edgewood University. He provides an integrative approach
to systemic psychotherapy, drawing upon different theories (including experiential, solution-focused, and play therapy)
relative to the needs of his clients. He also has degrees from UW-Madison, UT-Knoxville, and Garrett Seminary. He and his
family reside
in
the
greater
Madison
area.

Amanda Flater Session 4.5
Amanda Flater is a Team Leader at LSS Connections, IRIS Consulting Agency, where she has been working in the IRIS Program
for six years. She supports over 100 consultants and support staff across the state, while also managing a small caseload of
participants. Before her work with IRIS, Amanda served as a corporate guardian and was involved in managing and overseeing
adult family
homes.

Clyde Fruits Session 3.2
Clyde Fruits is a senior at McFarland High School and sings in multiple choirs (Blue Notes, Kitten’s Mitten). He participates in
Special Olympics softball and track, plays the piano, and works for both SUBWAY® and the Madison Mallards organization.
Clyde hopes
to
attend
UW-Oshkosh
and
eventually
work
in
the
music
industry.

James Giese
Session
2.5
James Giese is an advocate for providing financial literacy information to individuals with disabilities and families. He has been
the Director of Outreach for Wispact for more than six years and has more than 20 years of experience in Communications and
Outreach.

Vicky Gunderson
Session
6.3
Vicky Gunderson is a passionate advocate for self-determination and choice, empowering individuals to direct their own lives.
With over 37 years in healthcare, she champions person-centered approaches. As Executive Director of Acumen Fiscal Agent,
Vicky leads with a commitment to foster independence, and ensure every person has the tools and voice to live fully on their
own terms.

Eryn Hansen
Session
5.6
Eryn Hansen, M.S., BCBA, LBA: Eryn is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst with a Master’s in ABA from The Chicago School of
Professional Psychology. With over 10 years of experience, she works with clients aged 2 - 18, prioritizing progressive,
compassionate care. Eryn specializes in speech development, social skills, school interventions, and behavior management. In
her free
time,
she
loves
reading,
hiking,
and
exploring
local
coffee
shops.

Jeana Holt
Session
5.1
Dr. Jeana
Holt
is
an
Associate
Professor
and
Family
Nurse
Practitioner
at
the
University
of
Wisconsin–Milwaukee
School of Nursing. Her research focuses on leveraging technology and innovation to advance health equity for underserved and
neurodiverse populations. She has led and evaluated nurse-led, patient-centered, and community-based initiatives throughout
her career. Dr. Holt excels in interdisciplinary collaboration and community engagement, driving meaningful change in care
delivery and wellness outcomes. She serves as Research Director of the National Endowment for the Arts Research Lab, ABLE:
Autism Brilliance
Lab
for
Entrepreneurship,
which
centers
autistic
voices
in
community-based
research
and
innovation.

Mary Beth
Huff
Session
4.1
Mary Beth Huff is a dedicated special education teacher with 12 years of experience and a graduate of UW–Whitewater. She
currently teaches students ages 18–21, focusing on transition skills for independence, including life skills, passive recreation,
and self‐advocacy. Her career spans inclusive classrooms from grades 1–8 and self‐contained high school settings, giving her
a broad perspective on student needs across all levels. Recognized for building strong family partnerships, Mary Beth leads with
kindness and compassion, believing that supportive relationships create safe environments where students thrive
academically, socially,
and
emotionally.

Ryan Johnson
Session
6.4
Ryan Johnson taught elementary school and middle school for 11 years in South Korea, Alaska, and Wisconsin, and was a
school principal for 10 years in the Milwaukee area (4 years at Hmong American Peace Academy). He earned a BA from UW-
Madison in Philosophy and Political Science, an MA from Mount Mary in Teaching, and an MA from the University of Alaska-
Southeast in Educational Leadership. Ryan has lifetime licenses as a Teacher, Principal, and Director of Instruction, and has
been the
Senior
Director
of
Operations
at
the
Hmong
American
Peace
Academy
since
2025.

Kennedy Kaltenberg
Session
5.5
Kennedy is a psychotherapist at Common Threads Family Resource Center in Madison, WI, and a graduate of UW–Madison with
a Master’s in Social Work. Kennedy is a Licensed Advanced Practice Social Worker working toward her independent clinical
credentials. Kennedy is a neurodivergent clinician dedicated to providing affirming, empowering care for individuals across the
lifespan. She is passionate about supporting clients in understanding sensory needs, building emotion regulation and
interpersonal skills, and fostering self-advocacy. Kennedy’s work includes helping families navigate the intersections of mental
health, technology,
and
neurodiversity
through
compassionate,
neuro-affirming
strategies.



Marla Kopecky Penney Session 3.3
Marla Kopecky Penney is the founder of Focus on Freedom and Empower Freedom. She brings over 20 years of experience
supporting individuals with diverse abilities across school, home, and community settings, including roles as a special
education teacher, in-home service provider, evaluator, and family support coach. Her work centers on strengthening
communication, daily living skills, and collaboration across teams through practical, real-life implementation. Marla is known
for her perspective-based approach that helps educators, families, and providers align supports to promote meaningful
participation and
connection.

Leslie Kronstedt
Sessions
2.4
and
5.4
Leslie Kronstedt, LPN, BHCA, CRCST, CIS, CHL, CER, FCS, is a wife, mother of two neurodiverse children, and a dedicated
healthcare professional. Her lived experience navigating the challenges of education, healthcare, and human services fuels her
advocacy for stronger, trust-based collaboration between caregivers and providers. Leslie’s work centers on reducing systemic
barriers, improving communication, and empowering families to be true partners in their child’s care. At this conference, she
shares insights from both her professional background and caregiving journey to inspire more compassionate, team-centered
support for
children
and
families.

Alexandra Kuckkahn
Session
3.4
Alexandra Kuckkahn is the founder and president of Aurora’s Guiding Light Foundation, a nonprofit named in honor of her
daughter Aurora and created to support autistic individuals, caregivers, and families. Based in Hazelhurst, Wisconsin, her
advocacy is grounded in lived experience and a deep commitment to belonging. Alexandra is a student at Nicolet College in
Rhinelander in the University Transfer program for Human Services, working toward a future law degree focused on disability
and education rights. With prior CNA training and a passion for community connection, she brings compassion, authenticity,
and purpose
to
every
space
she
enters.

Lakisha LaGrant-Heart
Session
6.3
Lakisha LaGrant-Heart has been with Milwaukee County since April 2024. Before joining Milwaukee County as the Youth
Transition Supervisor, Lakisha was a K-12 principal. Her passion is working with children and families to ensure they receive the
best education possible. She strives to ensure that no matter what differences or learning challenges children may have, they
will receive the same quality care and help they need to be successful. As the Youth Transition Supervisor, Lakisha remains
focused on the goal to ensure youth receive the services they need to have a successful adult life after graduation from high
school.

Sara Lahti
Session
5.2
Sara Lahti, MA, LPCC (she/her, he/him) is a licensed mental health practitioner working with the Autism Society of Minnesota.
She previously worked with autistic children as well as developmentally disabled adults in a day program setting. She received
her Master’s degree from Adler Graduate School in 2018; her thesis was on the use of Early Recollections with autistic clients.
She is an EMDR- trained therapist who specializes in trauma and LGBT mental health in addition to autism. In her free time, she
enjoys watching
true
crime
videos
and
raising
snakes
with
her
husband.

Emily Laird
Session
6.6
Emily Laird graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2013 with her MSOT degree. She has experience working in
an alternative school for individuals with autism and mental health challenges, as well as in a clinical setting. Her goal as an OT
is to incorporate a variety of therapeutic approaches into shared play activities to support individuals as they seek to master
new skills. Emily enjoys tuning in to the specific needs of each child in order to meet them where they are at and gently guide
them in
achieving
their
individual
goals.

Megan Leick
Session
1.5
Megan (Meg) Leick, MS, CCC-SLP, obtained Bachelor and Master of Science degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point for speech language pathology. Meg is a service provider at Common Threads Family Resource Center as a speech
language pathologist and individual skill developer in CCS. She provides diagnostic and treatment services for communication
and cognitive needs with a focus on neuroaffirming and collaborative care. Meg's specific areas of focus include use of
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) and autistic language development. Meg has previously presented on
autistic joy
and
AAC
for
autistic
language
development
at
Autism
Society
Conferences.

Tessa Lewis
Session
4.4
Tessa Lewis is the Programs Manager at WisconSibs and a sibling of an individual with disabilities, which deeply informs her
work. She designs and leads programs that support siblings across all life stages, including Sibshops and family-focused events.
Tessa is passionate about helping families and professionals understand the often unseen roles siblings play—especially as
caregivers—and works
to
ensure
siblings
feel
recognized,
supported,
and
valued
in
their
unique
journeys.

Sara Lilla
Session
4.1
With 35
years
in
special
education,
Sara
Lilla
has
built
a
career
centered
on
advocacy,
engagement,
and
exceptional
instructional support for learners with diverse needs. She has taught in two impactful settings: a neighborhood school as a self-
contained/resource teacher and a specialized school serving students with significant intellectual disabilities and complex
neurodivergent profiles. Recognized for her compassionate approach and skill in designing individualized learning pathways,
Sara is committed to fostering meaningful growth for every learner. As a mentor and collaborative team member, she brings
decades of practical expertise and continues to champion evidence-based practices that support student independence and
educator effectiveness.

Samantha Margelofsky
Session
1.4
Samantha Margelofsky is a Community Partnership Specialist with TMG. Drawing on years of experience in disability services,
Sam is passionate about supporting people with autism and other developmental disabilities to design supports that reflect
their unique goals and strengths. She believes that when people are given the tools to lead their own lives, incredible things
happen. Sam
lives
in
the
city
of
Kenosha
and
enjoys
spending
her
free
time
outdoors
and
with
a
good
book.



Hunter Markle
Session
3.2
Hunter Markle is an Autistic young adult living in Stoughton. He is currently doing some hands-on training to be a certified peer
mentor. He loves speaking on autism, mental health, and self-advocacy. He enjoys role playing games and heavy metal music.
He has
spoken
at
numerous
conferences.

Tim Markle Session6.7
Tim Markle is Training and Transition Coordinator for the Wisconsin Autism Transition Demonstration Project (WAuTD) and an
Outreach Program Manager at the UW-Madison Waisman Center. He has worked for Waisman for over 16 years. Tim is on the
Board for
the
Autism
Society
of
Wisconsin
and
is
the
extremely
proud
father
to
an
Autistic
young
man
(Hunter).

Colleen McCluskey Session 1.3 and 6.2
Colleen McCluskey, an educator from Tomahawk, Wisconsin, works at Nicolet College in Rhinelander, part of the Wisconsin
Technical College System. She holds Associate’s, Bachelor’s, and Master’s Degrees in Ethnic Studies and English Literature and
Composition from the University of Wisconsin System, along with teaching licensure from the Wisconsin Department of
Education. She was diagnosed with Level 1 Autism Spectrum Disorder in 2000, and she has since dedicated herself to
understanding and advocating for Autistic and neurodivergent needs. She has a strong commitment to education, mental
health, neurodiversity,
and
disability
rights
within
academia.

Julia Michalski Session 5.3 
Julia is a dedicated Resource Management Specialist and Outreach Coordinator at the Well Badger Resource Center, a program
of the Wisconsin Women’s Health Foundation (WWHF). Since joining WWHF four years ago, Julia has played a pivotal role in
enhancing the accuracy and accessibility of the Well Badger Online Directory—an essential resource for families, caregivers,
and professionals seeking services and support related to early childhood and family well-being.
Julia earned her Bachelor of Arts in Spanish, with minors in Environmental Studies and Public Health, from Carroll University in
2021. She is currently pursuing a Master of Public Health (MPH) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, with an expected
graduation in May! In her dual role at Well Badger, Julia combines her background in public health, outreach, and language
access to foster meaningful connections with partners and community members. She leads initiatives that help ensure critical
early childhood information and resources are culturally and linguistically accessible. Her work in Spanish translation, design,
and website development supports inclusive communication and outreach efforts that reach and reflect Wisconsin’s diverse
families.

Paul Mross Session 6.3
Paul Mross is currently a Community Partnership Specialist with TMG, supporting Southwest Wisconsin. Paul has been with
TMG for over four years. Prior to being on the Community Partnership Team, Paul was an IRIS Consultant. Paul has been a
business owner, started a non-profit in Madison, and has consulted with the University of WI-Madison on multiple fall
prevention research
projects.

Robert Naseef
Friday
Keynote
and
Session
3.5
Robert Naseef, Ph.D. has a distinct voice as a psychologist, author, and father of an adult son with Autism. He has spoken
around the country and trained professionals internationally in treating Autism and other developmental disorders and
supporting families. He has a special interest in the psychology of men and fatherhood. He gave a TEDx talk entitled “How
Autism Teaches Us About Being Human.” Robert is also a member of the Panel of Professional Advisors of the Autism Society of
America. Visit him on the web at https://alternativechoices.com 

Mai Nhia
Friese
Session
6.4
As an Autistic adult, Mai Nhia Friese speaks openly about her experiences to bridge the gap between understanding and action.
Her goal
is
to
promote
practical
awareness,
acceptance,
and
support
for
Autistic
individuals
in
everyday
settings.

Elizabeth Olsen Session 5.3 
Elizabeth Olsen, M.Ed., has over thirty years of experience working across Head Start/Early Head Start, Early Intervention, and
public health programs. She brings extensive expertise in training and technical assistance, program development and
administration. Elizabeth is also an author of publications on reflective practices and their application in early childhood and
family support settings. She is dedicated to equipping programs and providers with the knowledge, skills, and resources they
need to help individuals and families achieve their fullest potential in health, well-being, and self-sufficiency. She is honored to
be sharing
these
strategies
and
powerful
tools!

Brooke Penoske
Riehl
Session
4.2
Brooke Penoske is the Founder and Owner of Innovative Growth, the first inclusive exercise clinic and movement disorder
studio of its kind. A pioneer in goal-oriented exercise therapy for the inclusive community, she is an Autism Exercise Specialist,
Movement Disorder Exercise Specialist, and Exercise Physiologist. Brooke is driven by the belief that everyone deserves the
chance to realize their full potential in a supportive, "like family" environment. Through her groundbreaking work, she
continues to redefine what inclusive wellness looks like and empower individuals of all abilities through movement and
education.

Connie Persike Saturday Keynote 
Connie Persike, M.S., CCC-SLP, is a highly experienced Speech Language Pathologist and Educational Consultant with more
than 20 years in educational settings. She holds certificates in instructional coaching, positive education, and applied
educational neuroscience. Connie is the founder of Supportable Solutions, a consulting practice that partners with schools and
districts nationwide to strengthen systems through neuroscience-aligned, trauma-sensitive, and neurodiversity-affirming
practices. She also speaks nationally on a wide range of topics related to neuroscience, behavior, learning, and systems-level
support for educators. She is the creator of The Why Toolkit®, an innovative assessment and support plan that moves away
from traditional behaviorism and aligns with current neuroscience, trauma-sensitive approaches, and neurodiversity-affirming
principles. Connie collaborated with the Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) as a subject matter expert and co-author on their
training program Reframing Behavior, which helps educators understand behavior through a stress-response lens. She is also a
published writer for Autism Parenting Magazine, Exceptional Needs Today, and a guest blogger for The Alliance Against
Seclusion and Restraint. In addition, Connie contributed to the multi-state collaborative work group that developed the
Common Core Essential Elements for English Language Arts. Her guiding mission is: Connection + Collaboration = Endless
Possibilities.



Katie Prybylski Session 1.1
Katie is the principal at Fox River Consortium in Burlington, WI. She is currently in her 20th year of education and has extensive
knowledge and experience working with Autistic students through her roles as a Special Education Teacher and Special
Education Coordinator. Her passions include supporting teachers in finding the "why" behind behaviors and the
implementation of strategies to help manage those behaviors. She currently holds masters degrees in special education
(Autism focused), and educational leadership (administration and special education), is a National Board Certified Teachers in
the area of Exceptional Needs Specialist, and is currently pursuing a doctoral degree in Organizational Leadership in Special
Education.

Brittany Punches
Brittany Punches, MSW, is a social worker, educator, and Ed.D. candidate in Curriculum and Instruction with a focus on Early
Childhood Education. They work with Autistic and neurodivergent individuals from birth through adulthood across school,
home, therapeutic, and community settings. With cross-categorical experience, Brittany integrates developmental research,
sensory regulation, total communication, and connection-centered behavior supports to build early self-determination and
advocacy skills. Their work emphasizes strong family partnership, inclusive instructional design, and strengths-based practices
that honor diverse communication and learning needs while empowering young children to understand and express their
wants, needs,
and
identities.

Hannah Rae
Session
2.3
Hannah Rae (she/they) is a late-diagnosed, AuDHD, multimedia artist and teaching artist. For the past two years they have
worked as a Brilliant Fellow through Islands of Brilliance. Their role involves co-facilitating a successful creative workshop for
transition-age Autistic adults in Eau Claire, WI. Their special interests include European folklore, psychology, and cozy video
games like
the
cat-cafe
RPG
Calico.

Emery Rankin
Utevsky
Session
1.2
Emery Rankin Utevsky (they/them/theirs) is an Autistic social worker who currently works as a case manager in the CLTS
program. It is important to Emery that disabled and neurodivergent people are empowered with information to navigate the
complex systems of social services. Some of Emery's special interests include learning about different disabilities, horses, and
cults. They
love
building
Lego
sets,
watching
TV,
and
reading
memoirs.

Elizabeth Ratzburg
Session
4.6
Liz a Financial Advisor by day, but her true passion lies in advocating for her son. She has faced the challenge of late diagnosis
and having to navigate a complex system of finding what really works for him. Identifying the true need and providing an
environment and opportunity for her son to thrive. She hopes by vulnerably sharing her son’s story, that she will inspire and
empower parents
to
never
stop
seeking
creative
ways
to
help
their
kids
thrive.

Jordan Salzano
Session
2.2
Jordan Salzano, originally from Long Island, NY, is a graduate occupational therapy student at Springfield College in
Massachusetts. She is an aspiring motivational speaker with a niche in both Autism advocacy and general motivation, a
published self-help author, a self-help podcast host, a self-help content creator, and entrepreneur. Jordan published her debut
self-help book, The Everlasting Hunger for Improvement, in December 2020 and recently published her second self-help book,
Dead Ends on a Direct Road, in Fall 2025. She has spoken at national Autism conferences, including the College Autism
Network's College Autism Summit, the Autism Society of Minnesota's Autistic Community Summit, and The Milestones
ConneXtion Autism
Conference.
Jordan
has
also
given
anti-bullying
presentations
across
the
Springfield
College
campus.

Lenelle Scholl
Session
1.7
Lenelle Scholl is the founder and director of Scholl Community Impact Group whose mission is to provide purposeful
interactions with horses, supervised and tailored for individuals with physical, cognitive, and emotional disabilities. SCIG also
embraces the needs of both students and parents/caregivers by helping to facilitate education, experiences, and resources to
address the
difficulties
evident
within
our
families.

Angie Schubert
Session
4.1
Angie Schubert, MEd, OTR/L, is an occupational therapist and educator with over 30 years of experience supporting children,
young adults, and their families. She has been actively involved with the Autism community through her long-standing work
with Autism United of Wisconsin serving as a volunteer, community liaison, and Program Director. Angie has taught
occupational therapy assistant students at Bryant & Stratton College and frequently presents on Autism, sensory processing,
and self-regulation. Now in her 18th year as a school-based therapist, she works at Lakeland School of Walworth County,
advocating for
neuroaffirming,
meaningful,
and
individualized
access
to
education.

Christine Schulz
Session
1.4
Christine Schulz is a Community Partnership Specialist with TMG who works and resides in Southeast Wisconsin. Her career has
been dedicated to building and fostering collaborative relationships with individuals and families, passionately supporting
people in developing healthy, fulfilling lives within their communities. Christine is a committed advocate for personal choice
and control, believing that independence is a vital component of health, wellness, and self-care. She lives in the Milwaukee area
with her
husband,
dog,
and
cat.

Eva Shaw
Session
2.1
Eva Shaw is a special education consultant at the Wisconsin DPI. Her role focuses on services and supports related to social and
emotional learning for students with IEPs, autism, emotional behavioral disabilities, positive behavioral interventions and
supports, and alternatives to exclusionary practices. She has worked in the field of special education for over 30 years, and has
had the
privilege
to
serve
children,
families,
and
schools
in
several
states
and
in
a
wide
variety
of
roles.



Kate Siekman Session 5.1
Kate has 12 years of experience in public education and autism therapy. With teaching licenses in special
education and alternative education, Kate is a champion for using lifelong learning to empower individuals to reach their fullest
potential while honoring their passions. Kate obtained her doctoral degree in occupational therapy, further developing her skills
in alternative access to functional learning. As the Director of Learning and Outcomes at Islands of Brilliance, Kate provides the
best educational experiences possible for the students and families IOB serves using her creativity in pedagogy to deliver
dynamic programmatic
outcomes.

Stacey Teegardin Session 6.7
Stacey Teegardin has been working in behavioral health for over 20 years. Before training the Individual Placement and Support
employment model, she held a variety of positions including job trainer, line therapist, community support specialist,
clubhouse generalist, employment specialist, rehabilitation counselor, and Army Combat Medic. She holds a master of science
degree in
rehabilitation
psychology.

Rebecca Thompson Session 3.6
Dr. Becky Thompson is the Senior Director for Advocacy at Wisconsin Early Autism Project (WEAP) and LEARN Behavioral. A
licensed Clinical Psychologist and BCBA-D, she has worked with individuals on the spectrum since 2000. Dr. Thompson serves
on the Governor's Autism Council and is President of the Wisconsin Autism Providers Association (WAPA). In 2024, she expanded
her advocacy role with LEARN Behavioral, supporting efforts across 17 states to improve access to services for Medicaid
recipients. Dr. Thompson maintains a clinical leadership role at WEAP, offering consultation, training, and mentoring for early-
career Behavior
Analysts.

Danielle Tolzmann Session 2.6
Danielle Tolzmann joined Family Voices of Wisconsin in 2022 and became Executive Director in 2024. A parent and grandparent
of children with special health care needs, she brings lived experience and professional expertise. Danielle holds degrees and
certificates in Community and Nonprofit Leadership, Disability Rights and Services, Public Policy, Business, and Nonprofit
Management. She has served in leadership roles with the Autism Society of South Central Wisconsin and continues to
contribute through the Wisconsin Community of Practice on ASD /DD, Survival Coalition, CLTS Council, Respite Care Association
of Wisconsin, the National Council for Supporting Families, and the Wisconsin Transportation Advisory Council, in addition to
having consulting roles in community research projects. At Family Voices, her work centers on empowering families as they
navigate systems,
advancing
collaborative
improvements,
and
fostering
parent
leadership.

Candice Viero Session 6.5
Candice Vierol is a veteran, mother to a child with Autism, and advocate for trauma recovery. With over six years of
administrative management experience in a psychological practice, she specialized in contract development and client file
preparation. Candice holds credentials as a post-collegiate education instructor and parenting educator, combining her
professional psychology background with lived experience navigating complex trauma, PTSD, and neurodivergent parenting.
Her work focuses on trauma recovery, mental health advocacy, and supporting families affected by psychological challenges.
Through her writing and advocacy, Candice bridges clinical knowledge with raw, authentic storytelling about survival, healing,
and breaking
generational
cycles.

Meredith Woodrich Session 1.6
Meredith Wodrich has worked as an art therapist, counselor and supervisor in addiction/mental health treatment for 30 years.
She’s worked with children and adults on the autism spectrum as a reading tutor, experiential therapist and parent coach. She is
currently a parent coach at CTN. Meredith raised 2 children as a single parent, one of whom has ASD. Meredith believes parental
self-care has
a
direct
impact
on
the
parent/child
relationship,
and
is
fundamental
to
Meredith’s
coaching
approach.

Tia Yang Ly Session 6.4
Tia Yang Ly is a Hmong-American woman BCBA who recently founded TengChi ABA, LLC based out of Woodbury, Minnesota.
After twenty years of providing autism services and seven years as a behavior analyst, Tia is passionate about bringing culturally
responsive care
to
the
Twin
Cities.

Kerry Yang Session 6.4
Kerry Yang is the President and Co-Founder of Hmong Autism Neurodiverse Disability Support (HANDS). She seeks to raise
awareness for children with special needs as she has a son who was diagnosed with autism. Kerry was recognized as one of the
Top 20 Most Influential Asian American leaders by Madison365 in 2025 and recently received the Professional of the Year Award
from Hmong
Wisconsin
Chamber
of
Commerce.
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	Katie Berg Session 3.1 Katie has been supporting students for more than 20 years. In the private sector, public education, and statewide through an IDEA Discretionary Grant her experiences include providing one on one therapy, classroom teaching, administration, resource brokering, consulting, coaching, along with district and statewide training. Katie has experience working with unique neurodiverse learners focusing on the social and emotional skills that help students and educators support behaviors that are challenging to adults.
	Michelle Castile Session 4.3 Michelle Castile is a Community Health Worker, Certified Peer Specialist, and Certified Parent Peer Specialist based in Sauk County, Wisconsin. Drawing from her lived experience as a disabled parent of two disabled children, she has transformed years of navigating fragmented support systems into statewide advocacy for accessibility, family-centered reform, and trauma-informed practice. She currently serves as Vice Chair of the SUPER Coalition and as a Policy Champion with the Wisconsin Coalition for Social Connection and is a member of NAMI Dane County’s Advocacy Committee and the Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition. Her work blends storytelling, system reform, and peer support to make invisible family labor visible—and to ensure that policy and practice reflect the real lives of those they serve. Through sensory language, humor, and lived truth, she helps audiences understand the emotional and sensory overload families face within complex service systems—and how resilience, advocacy, and compassion can change the rhythm entirely.

	Kory Douglass Session 5.5 Kory Douglass is a licensed marriage and family therapist with Common Threads Family Resource Center in Madison, Wisconsin. He received his MS in Marriage and Family Therapy from Edgewood University. He provides an integrative approach to systemic psychotherapy, drawing upon different theories (including experiential, solution-focused, and play therapy) relative to the needs of his clients. He also has degrees from UW-Madison, UT-Knoxville, and Garrett Seminary. He and his family reside in the greater Madison area.
	Amanda Flater Session 4.5 Amanda Flater is a Team Leader at LSS Connections, IRIS Consulting Agency, where she has been working in the IRIS Program for six years. She supports over 100 consultants and support staff across the state, while also managing a small caseload of participants. Before her work with IRIS, Amanda served as a corporate guardian and was involved in managing and overseeing adult family homes.
	Clyde Fruits Session 3.2 Clyde Fruits is a senior at McFarland High School and sings in multiple choirs (Blue Notes, Kitten’s Mitten). He participates in Special Olympics softball and track, plays the piano, and works for both SUBWAY® and the Madison Mallards organization. Clyde hopes to attend UW-Oshkosh and eventually work in the music industry.
	Marla Kopecky Penney Session 3.3 Marla Kopecky Penney is the founder of Focus on Freedom and Empower Freedom. She brings over 20 years of experience supporting individuals with diverse abilities across school, home, and community settings, including roles as a special education teacher, in-home service provider, evaluator, and family support coach. Her work centers on strengthening communication, daily living skills, and collaboration across teams through practical, real-life implementation. Marla is known for her perspective-based approach that helps educators, families, and providers align supports to promote meaningful participation and connection.
	Tim Markle Session6.7 Tim Markle is Training and Transition Coordinator for the Wisconsin Autism Transition Demonstration Project (WAuTD) and an Outreach Program Manager at the UW-Madison Waisman Center. He has worked for Waisman for over 16 years. Tim is on the Board for the Autism Society of Wisconsin and is the extremely proud father to an Autistic young man (Hunter).
	Colleen McCluskey Session 1.3 and 6.2 Colleen McCluskey, an educator from Tomahawk, Wisconsin, works at Nicolet College in Rhinelander, part of the Wisconsin Technical College System. She holds Associate’s, Bachelor’s, and Master’s Degrees in Ethnic Studies and English Literature and Composition from the University of Wisconsin System, along with teaching licensure from the Wisconsin Department of Education. She was diagnosed with Level 1 Autism Spectrum Disorder in 2000, and she has since dedicated herself to understanding and advocating for Autistic and neurodivergent needs. She has a strong commitment to education, mental health, neurodiversity, and disability rights within academia.
	Julia Michalski Session 5.3  Julia is a dedicated Resource Management Specialist and Outreach Coordinator at the Well Badger Resource Center, a program of the Wisconsin Women’s Health Foundation (WWHF). Since joining WWHF four years ago, Julia has played a pivotal role in enhancing the accuracy and accessibility of the Well Badger Online Directory—an essential resource for families, caregivers, and professionals seeking services and support related to early childhood and family well-being. Julia earned her Bachelor of Arts in Spanish, with minors in Environmental Studies and Public Health, from Carroll University in 2021. She is currently pursuing a Master of Public Health (MPH) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, with an expected graduation in May! In her dual role at Well Badger, Julia combines her background in public health, outreach, and language access to foster meaningful connections with partners and community members. She leads initiatives that help ensure critical early childhood information and resources are culturally and linguistically accessible. Her work in Spanish translation, design, and website development supports inclusive communication and outreach efforts that reach and reflect Wisconsin’s diverse families.
	Paul Mross Session 6.3 Paul Mross is currently a Community Partnership Specialist with TMG, supporting Southwest Wisconsin. Paul has been with TMG for over four years. Prior to being on the Community Partnership Team, Paul was an IRIS Consultant. Paul has been a business owner, started a non-profit in Madison, and has consulted with the University of WI-Madison on multiple fall prevention research projects.
	Katie Prybylski Session 1.1 Katie is the principal at Fox River Consortium in Burlington, WI. She is currently in her 20th year of education and has extensive knowledge and experience working with Autistic students through her roles as a Special Education Teacher and Special Education Coordinator. Her passions include supporting teachers in finding the "why" behind behaviors and the implementation of strategies to help manage those behaviors. She currently holds masters degrees in special education (Autism focused), and educational leadership (administration and special education), is a National Board Certified Teachers in the area of Exceptional Needs Specialist, and is currently pursuing a doctoral degree in Organizational Leadership in Special Education.
	Brittany Punches Brittany Punches, MSW, is a social worker, educator, and Ed.D. candidate in Curriculum and Instruction with a focus on Early Childhood Education. They work with Autistic and neurodivergent individuals from birth through adulthood across school, home, therapeutic, and community settings. With cross-categorical experience, Brittany integrates developmental research, sensory regulation, total communication, and connection-centered behavior supports to build early self-determination and advocacy skills. Their work emphasizes strong family partnership, inclusive instructional design, and strengths-based practices that honor diverse communication and learning needs while empowering young children to understand and express their wants, needs, and identities.
	Kate Siekman Session 5.1 Kate has 12 years of experience in public education and autism therapy. With teaching licenses in special education and alternative education, Kate is a champion for using lifelong learning to empower individuals to reach their fullest potential while honoring their passions. Kate obtained her doctoral degree in occupational therapy, further developing her skills in alternative access to functional learning. As the Director of Learning and Outcomes at Islands of Brilliance, Kate provides the best educational experiences possible for the students and families IOB serves using her creativity in pedagogy to deliver dynamic programmatic outcomes.
	Stacey Teegardin Session 6.7 Stacey Teegardin has been working in behavioral health for over 20 years. Before training the Individual Placement and Support employment model, she held a variety of positions including job trainer, line therapist, community support specialist, clubhouse generalist, employment specialist, rehabilitation counselor, and Army Combat Medic. She holds a master of science degree in rehabilitation psychology.
	Rebecca Thompson Session 3.6 Dr. Becky Thompson is the Senior Director for Advocacy at Wisconsin Early Autism Project (WEAP) and LEARN Behavioral. A licensed Clinical Psychologist and BCBA-D, she has worked with individuals on the spectrum since 2000. Dr. Thompson serves on the Governor's Autism Council and is President of the Wisconsin Autism Providers Association (WAPA). In 2024, she expanded her advocacy role with LEARN Behavioral, supporting efforts across 17 states to improve access to services for Medicaid recipients. Dr. Thompson maintains a clinical leadership role at WEAP, offering consultation, training, and mentoring for early-career Behavior Analysts.
	Danielle Tolzmann Session 2.6 Danielle Tolzmann joined Family Voices of Wisconsin in 2022 and became Executive Director in 2024. A parent and grandparent of children with special health care needs, she brings lived experience and professional expertise. Danielle holds degrees and certificates in Community and Nonprofit Leadership, Disability Rights and Services, Public Policy, Business, and Nonprofit Management. She has served in leadership roles with the Autism Society of South Central Wisconsin and continues to contribute through the Wisconsin Community of Practice on ASD /DD, Survival Coalition, CLTS Council, Respite Care Association of Wisconsin, the National Council for Supporting Families, and the Wisconsin Transportation Advisory Council, in addition to having consulting roles in community research projects. At Family Voices, her work centers on empowering families as they navigate systems, advancing collaborative improvements, and fostering parent leadership.
	Candice Viero Session 6.5 Candice Vierol is a veteran, mother to a child with Autism, and advocate for trauma recovery. With over six years of administrative management experience in a psychological practice, she specialized in contract development and client file preparation. Candice holds credentials as a post-collegiate education instructor and parenting educator, combining her professional psychology background with lived experience navigating complex trauma, PTSD, and neurodivergent parenting. Her work focuses on trauma recovery, mental health advocacy, and supporting families affected by psychological challenges. Through her writing and advocacy, Candice bridges clinical knowledge with raw, authentic storytelling about survival, healing, and breaking generational cycles.
	Meredith Woodrich Session 1.6 Meredith Wodrich has worked as an art therapist, counselor and supervisor in addiction/mental health treatment for 30 years. She’s worked with children and adults on the autism spectrum as a reading tutor, experiential therapist and parent coach. She is currently a parent coach at CTN. Meredith raised 2 children as a single parent, one of whom has ASD. Meredith believes parental self-care has a direct impact on the parent/child relationship, and is fundamental to Meredith’s coaching approach.
	Tia Yang Ly Session 6.4 Tia Yang Ly is a Hmong-American woman BCBA who recently founded TengChi ABA, LLC based out of Woodbury, Minnesota. After twenty years of providing autism services and seven years as a behavior analyst, Tia is passionate about bringing culturally responsive care to the Twin Cities.
	Kerry Yang Session 6.4 Kerry Yang is the President and Co-Founder of Hmong Autism Neurodiverse Disability Support (HANDS). She seeks to raise awareness for children with special needs as she has a son who was diagnosed with autism. Kerry was recognized as one of the Top 20 Most Influential Asian American leaders by Madison365 in 2025 and recently received the Professional of the Year Award from Hmong Wisconsin Chamber of Commerce.

