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Planning Beyond
the
Classroom
Accessibility Checklist for Field Trips and Special Events

Different environments can introduce new communication, sensory, transition, and safety
challenges. Planning
ahead
can
help
all
students
participate
safely
and
meaningfully.

Before the
Event

Review the
location/event
with
the
student
ahead
of
time.
Provide pictures,
video,
a
social
narrative,
or
visual
preview
when
available.
Explain how
the
student’s
typical
schedule
will
change.
Identify potentially
difficult
transitions.
Prepare a
visual
schedule
for
the
event.
Identify a staff member responsible for the student’s individualized supports- make sure this is
communicated to
that
staff
member
and
also
to
the
student.
Review relevant
IEP
accommodations.
Communicate with the family about concerns or strategies when appropriate. 

Communication

AAC or
other
communication
systems
will
remain
accessible
at
all
times.
Staff know how the student communicates essential needs. 
The student can easily communicate help, break, bathroom, stop, yes/no, pain/illness, I need to
leave.

Sensory Considerations

Noise
Crowds
Lighting
Temperature/Weather
Smells
Waiting
Unfamiliar environments
Transportation
Food
Clothing/equipment requirements

Sensory tools to bring:
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Quiet/break location:
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
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Safety

Elopement/wandering plan
has
been
reviewed
if
applicable.
Staff know
who
is
responsible
for
supervision
during
transitions.
Meeting locations
are
established.
Emergency contact
information
is
accessible.
Medical needs
have
been
reviewed.
Staff know
what
to
do
if
the
group
becomes
separated.
Transportation safety
needs
have
been
considered.
Emergency evacuation
procedures
are
understood.

Participation

Plan B
-
Sometimes
Even
the
Best
Plans
Need
to
Change.

Ask: What
is
the
goal
of
this
experience
for
this
student?
Participation can
be
flexible.
Breaks are
permitted.
Alternative ways
of
participating
are
available.
The student will not be required to tolerate distress simply to participate in the same way
as peers.
A plan exists if the student needs to leave the activity early. 

If the student becomes dysregulated:
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who will support them?
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where can they go?
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

How will they rejoin the activity, if appopriate?
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thoughtful planning isn’t about removing every challenge. It’s about providing the support
students need
to
safely
access
meaningful
experiences
alongside
their
peers.
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